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Getting to the Web Map 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NAVIGATING YOUR WAY TO THE WEB MAP 
 First, go to Wasco County’s website – co.wasco.or.us  

 Then, under “Services” (along the top bar of options) click on “Maps & GIS” 
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 This will take you to the GIS Division’s webpage. On the left side of the screen, there is a 
green box. Click on the “Web Map” link OR scroll down to the image in the middle of 
the text under “About Section” that says “Wasco County GIS Interactive Web Map.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 You will now find yourself on the “Web Map” webpage. Before you are able to open 
the Web Map, please read the entire “Disclaimer” section. Then, you can click on the 
“Accept” button on the bottom of the page and a new window will open with the 
Web Map. 

 

 

 

 

Alternative Path to the Web Map 

You can also access the Web Map straight from Wasco County’s homepage at co.wasco.or.us 
by clicking the Wasco County GIS Map button on the homepage. This will direct you to the 
“Web Map” webpage and the “Disclaimer” section.  

 

 

Either of these options will take you 
to the Web Map. 

This “Accept” 
button will take 
you to a new 
webpage with 
the Web Map. 

Scroll down on 
Wasco County’s 
homepage until 
you see these 
icons.  
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Using the Web Map 
LEFT SIDE ICONS  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 These are various navigation buttons.  

 The “+” and “—“ buttons allow you to zoom in and zoom out.  

  The button with the icon of a house allows you to go to the county wide view of the 
map (the default viewing mode when you open the Web Map). 

 The final button with a circle is the “My Location” button and allows you to zoom into 
your current location within the map.  

TOP LEFT SEARCH BAR 

The search box allows you to enter information to 
find a certain location within the Web Map. You can 
click the dropdown arrow on the left of the search 
bar to select a search function from an address, 
landowner, road, account number, or tax lot. This 
will help map narrow your search. 

Search Options – A Note about Tax Lots 

Searching via tax lot can be very difficult, 
depending on how you type out the tax lot 
information. For example, 1S 12E 0 100 will work, 
while 1S 12E 100 will not work. This is the way tax 
lots are stored in the Assessor’s database. You can 
always try searching via other methods instead of 
tax lots.  
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TOP LEFT ICONS (UNDER SEARCH BAR) 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The “Change Background” Button  

This is the button on the left side with the four small squares. 

 

 

 

This allows you to switch between a variety of different aerial photos, cartographic imagery, and 
more common street views that you see on everyday paper maps.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can see all the 
different background 
viewing options by 
clicking on the 
“Change Background” 
button. 
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Sample Backgrounds 

Here are three different backgrounds you can view within the Web Map. There are many others. 
The default background of the Web Map is “Open Street Map.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

The “Palette Button” Button  

This is the button to the right of the “Change Background” button and is depicted with a paint 
brush and palette.  

 

 

 

This allows you to draw various shapes on top of the map. 
After you select which type of object that you would like to 
draw, then another pop-up window appears allowing you 
to change the colors, fill types, etc. for your drawings.  

This does not change any of the information on the map, 
but it does let you customize anything you plan on printing. 

 

 

 

 

  

Dark gray canvas makes nice-
looking maps. It looks a lot 
better on the computer 
screen. 

This is the topographic 
map, which shows contour 
lines.  

This map is aerial imagery. 
The dates the photography 
was taken varies by area 
and how zoomed you make 
the map. The imagery is not 
ours; we stream it from a 
vendor. 
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Sample Shape Drawing 

This is an example of what annotation you can add to your map with this feature. You have a 
wide variety of shapes, letters, and colors to choose from. 

 
 

The “Measuring” Button  

This button allows you to measure distances and areas.  

The choice shown on the right – in this case “acres” – can be 
changed to a variety of different units (see image below). 

The square button in the middle will show you the location in 
latitude and longitude of the point you just clicked on. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These are the different units of 
measurement. 

For example, you can measure the distance in 
feet between Postage Stamp Butte and Tygh 
Ridge (36,324.4 ft). 
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The “Print” Button  

This button allows you to print some fairly basic maps of the area 
and layers you have displayed on your map.  

There are a variety of layouts and formats available. The 
“map_only” layout is pretty much the same as a screen capture. The 
others add a title, scale bar, and whatever layers you have turned 
on as part of the legend (see page 11 for instructions on using the “layers” tool).  

Side note: Depending on what version of Chrome you are using the print button may take a long 
time to come up, in some instances it may not work at all.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sample Prints 

Here are two examples of maps you can print. The left image is “Map_Only” – it does look like a 
screenshot of your computer. The right image is the portrait option.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examples of the various layouts for printing 
maps 

Examples of the various formats for printing 
maps 



    

 

Web Map User Guide  9 

Pioneering pathways to prosperity 

LOWER LEFT 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The scale bar is located on the lower left of the screen. Underneath the scale bar you can find 
the location of your cursor in decimal degrees.  

In the middle of the screen is a small gray rectangle with an upward arrow – this is the 
“Attribute Table.” If you click this button, you can see other information about the section of 
map you are viewing. Below is an example of the Attributes listed in the section of Pine Hollow 
Reservoir.  
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UPPER RIGHT 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

In the upper right you will find two different ways to display layer information and another way 
to use the search feature.  

 

The “Legend” Button  

The “Legend” button displays layers that are visible in a fairly common 
map format. As you zoom in and out the legend will update 
dynamically to include whatever layers you have visible on the map.  

See the legend in the image below for an example of the various 
layers visible in this map of Pine Hollow Reservoir area. 
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The “Layer List” Button  

The “Layer List” button allows you to access the most information 
available to you in the Web Map. It allows you to filter what kind of 
information you want to see. 

When you first click on this button it will expand to show all the layers on 
the map. Most of those have additional sub-layers.  For instance, 
clicking on the small triangle next to “City Limits” will show you 
other layers for Municipalities, Urban Growth Boundaries, and 
Unincorporated Places. You can select as many of the sub-layers 
as you want.  

Clicking in the checkbox will turn those layers on and off. In this 
case “Municipalities” and “Urban Growth Boundaries” layers are 
turned on and “Unincorporated Places” layer is turned off. 

Any layer that is not clicked on inside its corresponding checkbox 
will never show up on the map. 

Some layers are scale dependent, meaning that even if you click 
on the checkbox, they may not show up on the map if you are 
zoomed out (or in) too far.  

Legal Parcel Data Layer 

The legal parcel data layer displays information about parcels 
that have had paperwork go through the Planning Department. 
This is a more complicated layer of information that it may seem 
– always check with the Planning Department before basing any 
decisions due to information within this layer. If no legal parcel 
data exists on the map, it does not necessarily mean that the 
parcel was created illegally. It could mean that the paperwork 
has not been digitized, or more research needs to be done. This 
layer appears via a pop-up window that links to scanned documents (see “Pop-Up Windows” 
section below for more information).  

Environmental Protection Districts Layers 

Environmental Protection District (EPD) information can be found within the Layers feature on 
the Web Map. EPD 1, Flood Zones, is maintained by FEMA. EPD 2, Geologic Hazards, is 
maintained by DOGAMI. Wasco County displays that data for your convenience. There are other 
EPDs that are either used infrequently or have sensitive data on them. As always, check with the 
Planning Department. 

Soil Classification Layer 

The Planning Department uses the soil classification data and this information is provided by the 
National Resources Conservation Service. 

City of The Dalles Layers 
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These are various layers that the City of Dalles requested be added to Wasco County’s Web 
Map. Any questions about this information should go to the City of The Dalles’ Planning 
Department.  

Surveyor Data Layers 

There are various layers of Surveyor Data that you can view within the Web Map. The Surveyor 
Book Records have hyperlinked documents within the pop-up window (see “Pop-Up Windows” 
section below for more information).  

For other kinds of information within this layer, like land corners, you will need to cross-
reference it with Wasco County’s document repository. For more information about the 
document repository, visit their website: https://www.co.wasco.or.us/departments 
/surveyor/online_documents.php). The County Surveyor should be contacted for help when 
trying to access this information.  

Pop-Up Windows 

If you left click on the map you will get information about any of the layers that you have turned 
on at that specific location.  

If there is more than one item visible (in this case tax lots and legal parcel are both turned on), a 
small triangle will appear in the upper right hand corner. You can click on that triangle to see 
information about the other layers.  

Not all layers have additional information in the pop-up window.  In fact, most of the layers do 
not have additional information that will appear in the pop-up windows. Remember, if a layer is 
not visible no information about it will ever appear.  

The pop-up window will generally appear slightly to the right of the parcel (or piece of land) that 
you click on.  

 

 

 

 

 

Hyperlinked Features 

Some of the layers have hyperlinks to related documentation. When 
you click on the link (which appears in blue text and underlined) it will 
bring up the other documentation. 

As of January 2020, only the Legal Parcel Data and Surveyor Book 
Records have hyperlinked data that will appear in a pop-up window.  

The Legal Parcel Data hyperlinks go to PDFs of the Planning 
Department’s Staff Reports. The Surveyor’s information goes to scanned tiffs of plats.  

Clicking on this triangle icon will 
allow you to click through other 
layers of information. 

https://www.co.wasco.or.us/departments%20/surveyor/online_documents.php
https://www.co.wasco.or.us/departments%20/surveyor/online_documents.php
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**Please note that some of these documents can be very large, and may take a while to load in 
your browser.  

 

The Query Button  

The “Query” button is located on the far right hand side of the screen 
and is represented by the icon with the magnifying glass. The Query 
function displays a set of pre-built queries.  

 

     
 

 

 

  

For example: you can go to the pulldown 
menu, select the feature type (for 
example, fire districts), then select the 
specific feature (Antelope FD) and press 
the green “Apply” button, then the map 
will zoom directly to it. 
 
This function is best utilized by people 
who are looking for general information 
about the county.  
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RELATED INFORMATION 

Wasco County does the best that it can to make sure the Web Map is up-to-date and user 
friendly for our community. That said, you should always check with the source’s department 
(i.e. the Planning, Assessor, Surveyor, etc.) to confirm the information on the map.  

The “Disclaimer” section on the homepage of the GIS Division webpage contains more 
information about the “use at your own risk” nature of using the Web Map. 

The layers are updated as needed. Generally, ownership information is updated weekly and tax 
lot boundaries are updated every 4-6 weeks. 

If there have been recent changes that are not showing up on the Web Map, then you can also 
go to the State of Oregon’s ORMAP website (https://ormap.net/). This is where the standard 
Assessor tax lot maps are posted and sometimes the line work is more current.  

Any information regarding the National Scenic Area is supplied by the Columbia River Gorge 
National Scenic Area. Wasco County does not maintain that information. For more information 
about data within the National Scenic Area, contact the Gorge Commission 
(www.gorgecommission.org).  

 

 

 

 

 

https://ormap.net/
http://www.gorgecommission.org/

